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Dear Ministry Partners, 

On our recent trip to Northeast Ohio, we were fortunate to meet with a 
considerable number of ministry partners in the area and several of them 
requested a little clarification on what we do at FamilyLife.  This took me a 
little by surprise considering many of my responsibilities I have been doing 
since 2003.  However, with the addition of a few new areas I now oversee and 
with Sharon’s responsibilities in a different department the question made 
more sense as I reflected on it. 

With that in mind, I will try to summarize my responsibilities this month and 
Sharon can write a paragraph next month to share her responsibilities.  
Although it would take far too long to go into the details of every aspect of my 
job for both FamilyLife and Cru, here is a brief overview:  I oversee three 
awesome teams of staff in the Human Resources Department at FamilyLife. Of 
those teams, one is responsible for recruiting and evaluating potential 
candidates that God has directed to consider full-time missionary staff with 
Cru and Familylife.  The second is responsible for training, encouraging and 
coaching the staff that are eventually Called to missionary staff in Ministry 
Partner Development (identifying their “initial” prayer and financial support 
team).  The third and final team I lead is responsible for on-going training and 
support to the staff once they have completed their initial support and 
reported to their assignment in the FamilyLife office. 

The final area of my responsibilities, and the one I now have the most passion 
for, is working with Cru’s Executive Ministry Partner Development Training 
Team.  I have the privilege of helping train most all the new missionary staff 
(after identifying their initial support team) that will serve, not only in Little 
Rock, but also in almost every country in the world sharing the Good News of 
Jesus Christ.  And because you partner with us, you have a stake in reaching 
millions of people around the world with the gospel every single day.   That 
should bring a smile to your face as it does mine! 

This week in Orlando starts the busy spring and summer training season that 
will fill my schedule until Sharon and I get the chance to celebrate with many I 
have had the chance to work with in this capacity since 2003 at Cru’s bi-annual 
Staff Conference in Fort Collins, Colorado.  There will be somewhere around 
6,000 stateside and some international staff there praising God for what He 
has and is continuing to do through the ministries of Cru (Campus Crusade for 
Christ International). 

Thank you for allowing us to serve the Savior in this small way and for 
continuing to pray for us as together we are seeing lives being changed by the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ for His glory! 

   Serving with FamilyLife & Cru 
MAY 2017 

Praises & Prayer Requests 

 Praise – for our trip back to North East Ohio 
May 4-9 to meet with ministry partners and 
speak at a mission conference on May 7 hosted 
by Leroy Community Chapel.  We had the 
opportunity to meet with eight of our ministry 
partners in the area and plan to make another 
trip in the fall to meet with as many more if 
possible. We will send out the dates for that trip 
as soon as we can get it on the calendar and 
hope you can be available. 
 

 Praise– that Sharon’s house finally closed and 
we are now praying for the young military 
couple that bought it to begin building a legacy 
there for His glory. 
 

 Pray – for another busy travel spring, summer 
and fall season of ministry to include three trips 
to Florida (I am in Orlando at the first training 
now as I write this letter), two trips to Colorado 
and at least two trips back to Ohio to meet with 
new and potential Ministry Partners. 
 

 Praise – for the six staff couples we hosted at 
FamilyLife April 19-22, to consider if God is 
calling them to join us in Little Rock as full-time 
Cru missionaries. Of the six attending, four will 
move forward in the process to staff starting 
with their first training in Little Rock June 29-
July 4. 

 

 Pray – that God would continue to strengthen 
and direct our marriage and we would be open 
to His leading as we seek opportunities to serve 
marriages and families in our local church. 

 

 Pray – that God will begin to lift up ministry 
partners to provide for our expenses to travel to 
Fort Collins, Colorado to help with the New Staff 
Training and attend Cru’s bi-annual Staff 
Conference.  I will be there from July 9-23 and 
Sharon will join me for the final week.  More 
details on how you may be able to help with 
this will be coming in a letter next month. 

In HIS Grip for the Gospel, 

Sandy and Sharon 
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